
From: Boorman, Samantha  
Sent: Friday, May 29, 2020 3:08 PM 
Subject: ARO Weekly Update 
Importance: High 
 
Colleagues, 
 
We hope you are well and coping with the altered work environment we find ourselves in with the 
pandemic.  With improvements in the weather please take the time to relax a bit and enjoy the 
outdoors as permitted by our Public Health Authorities. 
 
Remote Litigation: 
 
As you may have heard, some of our colleagues have been participating in remote hearings before 
various courts and we continue to prepare for and work with counsel as they adapt to this new way of 
litigating before the courts.  We have a number of resources available for counsel and we update these 
on an ongoing basis. Please contact your manager to discuss the challenges and new way of doing things 
that this type of litigation brings.  Of note is that this week Justice Canada  issued a news release 
regarding initial guidance documents from the Action Committee on Court Operations in Response to 
COVID-19. 
 
In addition, we were advised of an Amended Practice Direction and Order of the Tax Court of Canada 
and the latest Notice to the Public and the Profession, both dated May 27, 2020.  Some of the highlights 
are:  
 

 the TCC has further cancelled its judicial sittings and conference calls until July 17, 2020, 
inclusively; 
 

 all matters scheduled after August 17 will proceed;   
 

 the summer break (July 20 to August 13) will be used for hearings should the TCC be able to 
resume operations before that time.  Hearings that were interrupted and/or adjourned in March 
and April of 2020 would be the priority for this time period; 

 

 all TCC offices are closed for the transaction of any business pertaining to matters under the 
jurisdiction of the Tax Court of Canada until further notice; 
 

 The TCC is looking into conducting proceedings related to the litigation process (case 
management, status hearings etc.) by telephone or video PRIOR to the resumption of court 
sittings. 
 

 Computation of time under various TCC Rules and Orders or Directions of the TCC made prior to 
March 16, 2020, will exclude the period beginning on March 16, 2020, and ending on the day 
that is 60 days after the Court and its offices reopen for the transaction of business 

 
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-justice/news/2020/05/action-committee-on-court-operations-in-response-to-covid-19-approves-initial-guidance-documents.html


https://www.tcc-cci.gc.ca/tcc-cci/pdf/Amended%20Practice%20Direction%20and%20Order%20-
%20May%2027%202020%20(EN).pdf 
 
https://www.tcc-cci.gc.ca/tcc-cci/pdf/Notice%20to%20the%20Public%20and%20the%20Profession%20-
%20May%2027%202020%20(EN).pdf 
 

Also this week,  Nova Scotia Supreme Court released a “Frequently Asked Questions” document that we 
urge you all to review.  In it the court advised it will begin moving away from the essential services 
model to the safety services model, as of June 15.  Some of the highlights include: 

 In-person hearings will be an option for all matters as of June 15 but non-urgent in-person 

hearings will only take place when the necessary safety protocols can be put into place.  

 Virtual hearings will continue to be part of the Court’s plan moving forward; and E-filing will no 

longer be accepted as of June 15. Paper copies will need to be filed at the Court.  

 The Court notes that it will be working with the provincial government to try and implement a 

proper document management system in the future that could allow e-filing. 

 
We continue to track all remote hearings that are scheduled and we ask you continue to discuss those 
with and keep your manager advised of these hearings.  
 
Easing of Restrictions in the Workplace: 
 
If you haven’t already done so, we urge you to review Bill Kroll, ADM Management Sector’s latest 
Update #18, May 26, 2020 where he provided important details re the plan to Easing of Restrictions in 
the Workplace.  Pre-implementation planning continues with respect to the reopening of various offices 
across the NLS and more information by your manager as workplace restrictions are eased.   
 
Call to the Bar, June 5, 2020: 
 
Two ARO articling students will be called to the Nova Scotia bar remotely on June 5, 2020.  Please join us 
in a virtual townhall session to congratulate them on achieving this milestone during a pandemic, on the 
day before the call ceremony.   You will have received an email to this celebratory event by email earlier 
today. 
 
We continue to be appreciative of all of your efforts to deliver on our mandate as Justice employees and 
want to thank you again for your professionalism and patience. 
 

ARO Management Team 
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