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To: JUS.R Atlantic Regional Office / Bureau régional de l'Atlantique R.JUS 
<AtlanticRegionalOffice@JUSTICE.GC.CA> 
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To our ARO colleagues, 
 
National Public Service Week (NPSW): 
 
As NPSW comes to a close, thank you to all who joined our NPSW Celebration yesterday. It was good to 
see everyone. Congratulations to all our long service, instant award, and recognition award 
recipients.   Our last event for this week ends at 4:00p.m. today.  You still have time to provide your 
answers for today’s Trivia Challenge by that deadline.  The winner(s) will be announced on Monday.   
 
We also want to remind you in case you may have missed these earlier in the week the Clerk of the Privy 
Council, Ian Shugart, sent out a message to you as well as our Deputy and Associate Deputy recognizing 
the contributions you all make to the public service.  As was mentioned to those who attended our 
celebration yesterday, the words of the Deputy and Associate are worth repeating: 
 

We can’t say it enough: we are tremendously proud and grateful for everything you do, 
every day. If you are new to the public service and this is your first NPSW, welcome. You 
have joined at a unique time that will call upon your fresh ideas and energy as we move 
into the next phases. If this is your 10th, 15th or 20th NPSW, thank you. Your knowledge 
and experience is helping us adapt and adjust throughout this challenging time. 

Thank you again for all your work! 

 
Recent Communications you will want to read: 
 
See Update No. 20 from ADM Management Sector, Bill Kroll on Monday, June 15th entitled 
Housekeeping items.  It contains information regarding working from home, Performance and Talent 
Management, LC01 Collective staffing and Indigenous healing for Public Servants.  June is also 
Recognizing Pride Month and we encourage you to read the message from the LGBTQ2+ champion, 
Daniela Gasca, as well as posting  a note of appreciation on the JUSProud page which you can find on 
JUSNET.   

 
 

Court Resumption Notices You May Have Missed: 
 

 The Provincial Court of Newfoundland and Labrador Notice to the Profession and the General 
Public issued on June 12, 2020, regarding the re-opening of courthouses. 

 The Supreme Court of Newfoundland and Labrador circulated a notice regarding the resumption 
of normal processes for filing documents, effective June 8, 2020.   
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 The Newfoundland Court of Appeal issued this Notice to the Profession on June 17, 2020 on 
expansion of court services. 

 The Nova Scotia Court of Appeal issued instructions on June 16, 2020, for electronically filing 
documents. 

 
 
Remote/Digital Litigation: 
 
Please read ADAG Lynn Lovett’s email to all of the NLS dated, June 15th called “Celebrating Our 
Achievements”  where she describes the remote litigation conducted by the NLS in the past three 
months and the Action Committee on Court Operations in Response to COVID-19.  She told us that the 
NLS is working on a Tip Sheet that will help guide managers and employees when they need to attend 
Court or other public spaces.  Catherine Lawrence, Director General and Senior General Counsel, Civil 
Litigation Section, took part in an interdepartmental Working Group that developed the Tip Sheet which 
will be part of the broader Occupational Health and Safety guidance that Treasury Board will be 
releasing. 
 
In March, 2020, the Alberta Court of Appeal transitioned almost immediately to virtual hearings and 
have kept up their full roster of hearings throughout the pandemic period so they have heard numerous 
appeals remotely up to now.  Counsel preparing for a digital hearing may want to review this Lawyer’s 
Daily article “Basics of good oral advocacy more important in virtual hearings says Alberta chief justice” 
as well as the Court’s reference and etiquette guide for electronic hearings which is linked in the article. 
The guide is full of useful and practical tips that could easily apply to remote hearings elsewhere. 
https://www.thelawyersdaily.ca/articles/19270/basics-of-good-oral-advocacy-more-important-in-
virtual-hearings-says-alberta-chief-justice?article_related_content=1 
 
Take the Pulse Survey: 
 
The ARO Management Team has received the results from the Take the Pulse Survey and will consider 
them carefully.  The Communications Branch will publish the results on JUSNET and in addition, we can 
advise that the survey results have been referred to the ARO Return to the Workplace Committee for 
their consideration.  We will be providing you with further information about the ARO return to the 
workplace in the coming weeks.   
 
 
Summer Season: 
 
The official start of summer is tomorrow.  With that in mind, the ARO Management Team encourages 
you to take some vacation time.  Vacations have recognized physical and mental health benefits and 
especially during a pandemic, it is important to disengage from our daily work routines and step back 
from demands and deadlines.  Yes our homes may have become our workplaces but that doesn’t mean 

we can’t take time off.  Please consider taking some annual leave this summer to relax and recharge. 

 
Enjoy your weekend, stay safe and hopefully get outside to enjoy this beautiful season that is beginning 
this weekend. 
 

The ARO Management Team 
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