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Wan, Lisa

From: Hoffman, Tanya on behalf of Hansen, David

Sent: May 12, 2020 3:49 PM

To: JUS.L EDM Prairies Region All / Région des Prairies - TOUS -  EDM L.JUS

Subject: PRO COVID-19 Update – May 12, 2020

Colleagues, 

 

It is hard to believe that almost nine weeks have passed since the COVID-19 pandemic upended our personal and 

professional lives. Over a relatively short period of time, we have become much more adept at teleworking, 

mastering new technology, and finding different ways to stay connected with each other. 

 

We are starting to see the epidemiological curve of the virus in Canada flatten in many jurisdictions. Consequently, 

several provinces are beginning to ease restrictions and gradually re-open economies. As ADAG Lovett reported in 

her message this morning, planning is underway in the NLS to support a safe and gradual return to the workplace 

when the time is right. We will have to work through how that will happen in each of our offices – circumstances 

vary from province to province, and we will follow the directions of our provincial health authorities. And, as we 

have said before, you can be assured that your health and safety will always be at the forefront of our plans. 

 

In the meantime, most of us will continue to telework and we expect courts and tribunals will remain focussed on 

moving matters ahead by way of remote hearings. Remote hearings are new to many of us, so we are preparing a 

PRO case discussion about remote hearings (the case discussion will, of course, be delivered virtually) – the 

presenters will be PRO counsel who have already participated in such a hearing or mediation, and they will share 

their experiences along with practical tips for preparing for and participating in a successful remote hearing. 

 

There are already resources available to help you prepare for a remote hearing. In particular, counsel should 

review the Updated Guidelines on Remote Hearings during the COVID-19 Pandemic (Updated: May 5, 2020) 

sent earlier today by ADAG Lovett. 

 

In addition, the NLS Digital Litigation Working Group is finalizing guidance materials to support Justice employees 

in moving non-urgent litigation files forward during the COVID-19 pandemic. Stay tuned for more on that. 

 

In closing, thank you for your continued commitment, hard work, and patience.  

 

The PRO Management Team 

 

David Hansen 

Regional Director General and Senior General Counsel 

Prairie Regional Office  

300, 10423-101 Street, Edmonton, Alberta  T5H 0E7 

National Litigation Sector 

Department of Justice Canada / Government of Canada 

Tel: 780-495-4074 / Fax : 780-495-5835 

Email : david.hansen@justice.gc.ca  

 

Directeur général régional et avocat général principal  

Bureau régional des Prairies  

300, 10423 - rue 101, Edmonton, Alberta  T5H 0E7    

Secteur national du contentieux 

Ministère de la Justice Canada / Gouvernement du Canada  

Tél:  780-495-4074 / Téléc:  780-495-5835 
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Courriel : david.hansen@justice.gc.ca  

 

 

This communication contains information that may be confidential, exempt from disclosure, subject to litigation privilege or 

protected by the privilege that exists between lawyers or notaries and their clients. If you are not the intended recipient, you should 

not read, rely on, retain, or distribute it.  Please delete or otherwise destroy this communication and all copies of it immediately, and 

contact the sender at (780-495-4074) or by email at (david.hansen@justice.gc.ca).   

 

Thank you. 

 

Ce message contient des renseignements qui pourraient être confidentiels, soustraits à la communication, ou protégés par le 

privilège relatif au litige ou par le secret professionnel liant l'avocat ou le notaire à son client. S'il ne vous est pas destiné, vous êtes 

priés de ne pas le lire, l'utiliser, le conserver ou le diffuser. Veuillez sans tarder le supprimer et en détruire toute copie, et 

communiquer avec l'expéditeur au (780-495-4074) ou à (david.hansen@justice.gc.ca).   

 

Merci de votre collaboration. 

 

 


