
 
PRO COVID-19 Update – October 26, 2020 
 
Colleagues,  
 
It seems like our region has been abuzz lately with events and activities, but before we get to those, 
we want to acknowledge our new Regional Director General Stephen Zaluski. We’re looking 
forward to working with Stephen when he takes over the helm on November 9! 
 
With all that is going on, we start by asking that you read our reminder about the COVID-19 Alert 
app. 
 
1. Reminder: COVID Alert App – Now Operational in SK and MB 

With the recent and concerning rise in positive COVID-19 cases across the country, we strongly 
encourage all employees in Saskatchewan and Manitoba to download Health Canada’s COVID 
Alert app. The free app, which is available on both the Apple and Google Play app stores, uses 
Bluetooth technology to detect and notify users if they have been in proximity to another app 
user who has tested positive for COVID-19. You can find more information about the app on the 
COVID Alert website. The more people who use the app, the more effective it will be. 
 
Alberta is still working with the federal government to transition the users of its 
ABTraceTogether app to the federal program. We will share updates as they become available. 
 

2. Prairie Region 25th Anniversary Virtual Kick-Off Event – Follow-Up 
If you were unable to attend our virtual kick-off event to mark our 25th anniversary as a region, 
you can watch this video recording. Note that the video will take several minutes to download, 
so we encourage you to access it during off-peak hours. 
 
Thank you to our PRO 25th Anniversary Committee members for all of their hard work in 
putting this event together. This was our region’s first event using the MS Teams live event 
feature. We continue to be impressed with how you’re able to innovate and use new 
technologies!  

 
3. Prairie Region Virtual Pride and Recognition Ceremony – Follow-Up 

Thank you to everyone who attended our first regional and virtual Pride and Recognition 
ceremony. Congratulations to all of our Prairie Region merit awards recipients and Career 
Milestone award recipients. If you were unable to attend the event, you can refer to the 
complete list of award recipients and read the biographies of our Career Milestone recipients. 
 
Thank you to the Pride and Recognition committees for all their work in vetting the award 
nominations and putting together this virtual event which allowed us to collectively celebrate 
the achievements of our colleagues. 
 

4. Government of Canada Workplace Charitable Campaign – Now Underway 
As you know, the Government of Canada Workplace Charitable Campaign (GCWCC) is underway 
in our region. We encourage you to participate in the many virtual events that our GCWCC 
committees have planned as they are open to everyone across our region and are a wonderful 
opportunity for you to get to know your colleagues on a personal level. 



 
 
We hope you’re able to contribute to this year’s campaign. Funds raised through the GCWCC 
build our local communities and support vulnerable Canadians. The last several months have 
shown that COVID-19 does not impact all Canadians equally. 
 

5. Take Our Kids to Work Day: November 4, 2020 – Update 
For obvious health and safety reasons, our region will not be hosting students this year for Take 
Our Kids to Work Day. Instead, we suggest that grade nine students visit The Learning 
Partnership’s Take Our Kids to Work Day website on November 4 if they are interested in 
participating in virtual activities. These include a dynamic, inspirational, 20-minute pre-
recorded video to kick off the day plus four, 20-minute live interactive breakout sessions on 
specific sectors and careers. 
 

6. Building a Healthy, Diverse, and Inclusive Government of Canada with BodyBreak 
 

Thursday, October 29 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in Calgary, Edmonton, and Saskatoon 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. in Winnipeg 
 

The National Managers’ Community, the Federal Youth Network, and Shared Services Canada 
have partnered to bring you this virtual session featuring Canadian icons Hal Johnson and 
Joanne McLeod, the founders of BodyBreak. Hal and Joanne will discuss health and wellness, 
combatting racism, and building organizations where diversity and inclusion are at the core of 
their identities. You must register for this event with a Government of Canada email address. 
 

As you’ve probably noticed, we are truly in the throes of autumn, with the days getting darker much 
sooner. For our colleagues in Alberta and Manitoba, please remember to set your clocks back an 
hour on Sunday, November 1 as Daylight Savings Time ends. 
 
 

 


