MANAGEMENT RESPONSE AND ACTION PLAN - ORIGINAL (For PMEC)

Evaluation Report Title: Evaluation of the Contraventions Act Program

Approval Date of Evaluation by Deputy Minister (mm/yyyy): 2026-01

Recommendation 1: The Programs Branch should develop options to support a federal coordinated approach to the enforcement of federal
regulatory offences that considers both the contraventions and the Administrative Monetary Penalty (AMP) regimes, and the need to achieve a
consistent enforcement approach throughout Canada, including Alberta, Saskatchewan, and the territories.

Rationale for Recommendation: Developing a federal coordinated approach to the enforcement of federal regulatory offences could help
address two key issues identified during the evaluation. First, it could take into account the increased use of the AMPs and support the
achievement of an effective and efficient use of both the AMP and contraventions regimes. Each regime offers advantages and comes with
requirements that can respond to various scenarios and as such, they play a complementary role. The Programs Branch is well positioned to offer
a centralized expertise on both types of regimes, and to support such a coordinated approach.

Second, the contraventions regime is not operational in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and in the territories. Their participation in the contraventions
regime being optional, the federal government must now turn to other options. The goal remains an enforcement of federal regulatory offences
in those two provinces, as well as in the territories, that achieves outcomes that are consistent with the rest of Canada, including similar impact
on those individuals who have contravened these regulatory provisions. This can be done through the implementation of the autonomous
regime included in the Contraventions Act, the increased use of AMPs, or a combination of both. Many considerations are attached to these
various scenarios, which should be explored by the Programs Branch.

Management Response: Programs Branch agrees with the recommendation to develop options for a federal coordinated approach to the
enforcement of federal regulatory offences that considers both contraventions (ticketing) and Administrative Monetary Penalty (AMP) regimes.
Programs Branch will develop options to address the growing operational pressures because of the increasing use of AMPs and the unwillingness
of some provinces and territories to implement the federal regime. The ultimate objective of this modernization exercise will be to provide a
comprehensive framework of compliance and enforcement tools better aligned with client-departments evolving needs and the necessity to
ensure consistency of enforcement across Canada.




Action(s) Deliverable(s) Accountability Planned Completion Date
What SMART action(s) will be taken to | Expected deliverable(s) to demonstrate | ADM responsible for implementing the

address this recommendation? the completion of the action. action.
Programs Branch will develop a A proposal for a framework Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM), December 2028
proposal which will include options supporting a federal coordinated Policy Sector
to support a federal coordinated approach.

approach to the enforcement of
federal regulatory offences that
considers both the contraventions
regime and the AMP regimes and to
implement an autonomous ticketing
regime in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and
the territories.

Recommendation 2: The Programs Branch should make efforts to obtain the removal of the Contraventions Act Fund from the federal action
plans on official languages.

Rationale for Recommendation: The Contraventions Act Fund is not aligned with the goals and objectives of the action plans on official
languages, which are focused on programs and initiatives that directly support the vitality of official language minority communities. Instead, the
Fund is a component of an enforcement framework that is based on the Contraventions Act, and that is required to uphold the applicable
language provisions found in the Criminal Code and the Official Languages Act. The management of the Contraventions Act and of the
Contraventions Act Fund is unified, and it should not be including considerations related to these action plans on official languages. The Programs
Branch should engage the other relevant federal institution to request that future action plans on official languages do not include the
Contraventions Act Fund.

Management Response: Programs Branch supports the recommendation and recognizes that the Contraventions Act Fund is not aligned with
the goals and objectives of the action plans on official languages, which are focused on programs and initiatives that directly support the vitality
of official language minority communities. Programs Branch Legal Services Division will develop a sharper statement highlighting the difference
between the objectives of action plans on official languages and the official languages duties stemming from enforcement practices under the
Contraventions Act. Building on previous exchanges with Canadian Heritage, Justice Canada will seek the removal of the Contraventions Act
Fund.




Action(s) Deliverable(s) Accountability Planned Completion Date
What SMART action(s) will be taken to | Expected deliverable(s) to demonstrate | ADM responsible for implementing

address this recommendation? the completion of the action. the action.
Programs Branch will prepare a Approved position note, used to ADM, Policy Sector September 2026
position note clarifying the mandate | support interdepartmental
of the Contraventions Act Fund, discussions.

distinguishing statutory official
languages obligations related to the
Contraventions Act from initiatives
intended to support the vitality of
official language minority
communities.

Programs Branch will engage with Documented interdepartmental ADM, Policy Sector December 2026
Canadian Heritage to communicate correspondence and/or meeting
this position and formally request record confirming that the request

that the Contraventions Act Fund not | has been communicated.
be included in future action plans.

Recommendation 3: The Programs Branch should work with participating provinces and municipalities to identify and address issues related to
the reporting of the required performance data identified in the Contraventions Act administration and enforcement agreements.

Rationale for Recommendation: The ability to track and monitor how the Contraventions Act is used is critical for its ongoing management.
While the agreements between Justice Canada and participating provinces and municipalities specify the data required for reporting, the
challenge is that this data is not provided in a consistent and timely manner. Some of the provincial and municipal partners are facing difficulties
in producing the required data. In light of this, the Programs Branch should work with its provincial and municipal partners to identify and
address the issues that are preventing the reporting of this performance information.

Management Response: Programs Branch supports the recommendation and recognizes the need for timely and reliable data to effectively track
and monitor the use of the Contraventions Act. Recognizing that provinces and municipalities are responsible for their own data gathering
systems, Programs Branch officials will work with funded jurisdictions to identify and address issues within Justice Canada’s control that are
impeding reporting of the required performance information. Officials will also encourage jurisdictions to address issues within their control.




Action(s)
What SMART action(s) will be taken to
address this recommendation?

Deliverable(s)
Expected deliverable(s) to demonstrate
the completion of the action.

Accountability
ADM responsible for implementing
the action.

Planned Completion Date

Programs Branch will identify Jurisdiction-by-jurisdiction summary | ADM, Policy Sector December 2026
jurisdiction-specific issues affecting of reporting issues and documented

the timeliness, completeness, and communications (e.g., emails,

consistency of required performance | meeting notes) confirming

data and will formally communicate engagement with funded

with each funded province and jurisdictions.

municipality to validate these issues

and understand underlying causes.

Programs Branch will develop Action plan outlining jurisdiction- ADM, Policy Sector July 2028

targeted follow-up actions, in
collaboration with funded
jurisdictions, to address identified
reporting challenges within Justice
Canada’s control and to encourage
jurisdictions to address issues within
their control.

specific mitigation measures (e.g.,
clarification of reporting
requirements, guidance, tools, or
timelines), including identified
responsibilities and next steps.




